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Upcoming Clubs 

Mondays: 

15:00 – Russian Club  

 (Gagik Grigoryan) 

16:00 – Intermediate English Club 

 (Volodya Khachatryan) 

17:00 – Conversational English 

 (Kimberly VanKirk) 

Tuesdays: 

16:00 – Intermediate English Club 

 (Volodya Khachatryan) 

17:00 – Spanish Club  

 (Iustina Pascari) 

Wednesdays: 

15:00 – Portuguese Club 

 (Luís Carvalho) 

16:00 – Photography Club 

 (Luís Carvalho) 

17:30 – English Club for Beginners 

 (Siranush Minasyan) 

Thursdays: 

15:00 – European Club 

 (All EVS volunteers) 

15:00 – EyoU Club 

 (Aleksandra Zięba and Victoria 

 Walter - Last Thursday of each month) 

16:00 – Georgian Club 

 (Arman Melkonyan) 

17:00 – German Club 

 (Anna Schott & Johanna Palomita) 

Fridays: 

14:00 – Polish Club 

 (Aleksandra Zieba) 

15:00 – Farsi Club 

 (Galya Hovhannisyan) 

More info on Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/
www.yic.am 

For “Youth Initiative Centre” NGO, 2012 was a year full of many challenges as 

well as new accomplishments. According to the Strategic Action Plan for 2012, 

which outlined the organization’s projects, human resources, public relations, and 

financial plans, the year promised to be demanding and productive from the very 

beginning. The YIC team- hardworking, creative young people with relevant experi-

ence and skills in the youth field- managed to achieve new successes during the 

course of the year, opening a new page in the history of the organization.  

In cooperation with various institutions and partners, YIC NGO initiated and 

implemented more than a dozen local and international projects directed toward 

active participation, volunteerism, youth development, and increased employability.   

During the year, YIC also provided 60 young people from different regions of 

Armenia with the opportunity to participate in international development and ex-

change programs. Topics for these programs included volunteerism, human rights, 

conflict management, European citizenship, art and culture, and youth work.  

“To summarize 2012 for the Youth Initiative Centre, I think the main achieve-

ments were: seven volunteer staff members of the organization; 60 young people 

from different regions of Armenia who were actively involved in activities organized 

by YIC and who participated in the implementation of various initiatives; 200 bene-

ficiaries from Gyumri and other com-

munities of Shirak region who utilized 

our services; 17 international volun-

teers hosted; five long-term projects; 

more than 20 event initiatives; and the 

organization’s active participation in 

national youth policy development and 

decision-making processes. These 

numbers and accomplishments are 

striking evidence of the productive 

work of our organization, the results of 

which encourage our team to continue 

forward with new initiatives and ideas.  

“This summary of 2012 for YIC shows just the beginning of the change we be-

lieve we can create with youth and for youth,” concluded Artur Najaryan, President 

of YIC NGO. 
 

by Nune Minasyan  

2012: Year in Review 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/yic.members.group/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/yic.members.group/


  EVS Hosting 

Luis from Portugal 

Under the slogan “Mixture of Cultures”, my EVS project at 

the Youth Initiative Centre began in October. Although I have 

worked on some projects outside of the office- including the 

play at Hyus Day-care Centre and the international Christmas 

Market, my main activities are based at YIC. On Wednesdays, 

I lead Portuguese Club and Photography Club. At 15:00, 

during Portuguese Club, participants have the chance to learn 

about Portuguese culture and language through a very 

interactive approach. At 16:00, I host the Photography Club. 

As I studied photography in Portugal, I share some hints and 

solutions about how participants can improve their 

photography skills. We also talk about some of the best 

photographers in the world, reviewing their work. 

On Thursdays at 15:00, I join the other EVS volunteers for 

the European Club. During this club we discuss our cultures 

using a different theme every week, trying to build a bridge 

between all of our countries and Armenia. As we represent 6 

different countries, the club is very diverse, lively, and 

dynamic.  

In addition to the clubs, Nele (a German EVS volunteer), 

Iustina (the Romanian EVS volunteer), and I have begun 

organizing "Fridays on Art"- a special event that happens 

twice a month, during which we screen movies about art. 

Afterwards, we review the movie together and everybody is 

invited to share their thoughts and opinions. 

I am also preparing an initiative called “A Bottle for Karnut”, 

with the help of EVS volunteer Aleksandra from Poland. 

Over the next several weeks, we are encouraging everyone to 

collect as many plastic bottles as possible and bring them to 

YIC! We need to collect over 5,000 bottles because we will use 

the bottles this spring as part of a contest to make plastic 

boats to sail across the Karnut reservoir, about 10 km east of 

Gyumri. The event will be a competition between two teams, 

each of which will each build a boat using only plastic bottles 

and plastic bags, and then the race will be combined with 

picking up trash around the reservoir. The staff of YIC will be 

given a workshop on how to build the boats and will then 

assist children and youth, who are our main target group. We 

hope to use this initiative to encourage environmental 

awareness among youth in Gyumri by using a creative and fun 

approach. 

Later, in March, we will celebrate International Women’s day 

with an entire week full of debates, movie screenings, 

seminars, workshops- and even a special dinner! Please stay 

tuned! And finally, I am preparing an animation project for 

children in Gyumri, which has been made possible by support 

from the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation- a Portuguese 

institution established by a philanthropist from the Armenian 

Diaspora. The objective of the project will be for participants 

to develop new skills using modern media tools. At the end of 

the project, the children will create short films using 

stopmotion software. These are the projects and activities that 

I have planned through May, when my EVS service will come 

to an end. If you would like to join me, I would love to 

involve you in any of these projects!  

By EVS Volunteer Luís Carvalho 

Pictures from a photosession in Gyumri’s central park with Luis’ Photography Club (Luis is in the middle of the left picture) 



Contemporary art is said to be the art produced at the 

present point in time, thereby the art of the late 20th century 

and the early 21st century. Contemporary art covers modern 

art forms such as performance art, street art, site-specific art 

and modern theatre. Contemporary art is the theme of a new 

initiative in YIC, Fridays on Art. 

The art sessions consist of three elements: a movie 

screening, a short presentation about the topic and a 

discussion of the movie and topic. The first session was 

organised on the 25th January with performance art as the 

topic. With everyone settled on chairs or cushions, Luis 

Carvalho, YIC’s Portuguese EVS volunteer and the initiator of 

Fridays on Art, started the afternoon by introducing the film, 

“The Artist is Present”. 

“The Artist is Present” is a documentary that follows Serbian 

performance artist Marina Abramovic, as she prepares and 

completes an exhibition of her career at the Museum of 

Modern Art in New York. The exhibition features about 

fifty of her works, spanning over four decades. Some of 

these works are re-enacted live by other people, while 

Marina Abramovic performs a new, original piece. Involving 

viewer participation, this piece is the main focus of the 

documentary. 

Marina Abramovic challenges her audience through 

provocative works, ranging from lying nude in a burning star 

to having a loaded gun pointed at her by a member of the 

audience. Characteristic for all her works is the vulnerability 

involved. In “The Artist is Present”, her piece involves 

sitting motionless on a wooden chair in the museum’s 

atrium every day while visitors were invited to take turns to 

sit opposite her. The visitors, who have promised not to 

speak and look her in the eyes, could sit there for as long as 

they wanted. During the over 700 hour long piece, 750,000 

people visited the exhibition, many of whom waited for 

hours to get to sit opposite Marina. 

Common for all the works at the exhibition were that they 

began before the museum opened in the morning and 

finished after the museum closed in the evening. With many 

visitors returning to the exhibition several time, it portrayed 

a sense of timelessness in the works; as if they were always 

there, with the artist always present. 

The discussion followed naturally after the documentary 

with the main point of debated being the boundaries of art. Is 

looking people in the eye for 700 hours also art? 

Contemporary art is modern art and most often alternative 

art forms that stretch and challenge the traditional 

understanding of art. During the next three Fridays on Art 

sessions, the boundaries of art will most probably yet again 

become the centre of discussion as the topics presented are 

street art, site-specific art and modern theatre. Follow YIC’s 

Facebook page for updates on the next session and come to 

ask questions, join the discussion or simply watch a good film 

on contemporary art.  

 

By EVS Volunteer Kristoffer Jansen 

Volunteer Project 

Fridays on Art 



  EVS Hosting 

Iustina from Romania 

Being from Romania and having my degree in International 

Development and Moral Politics, I thought that an EVS ex-

perience would be a perfect opportunity to practice all the 

theories I had studied in university. 

I chose to come to Armenia for some simple reasons: I liked 

the Youth Initiative Center and the projects they offered, and 

I viewed the “Mixture of Cultures” project as a good 

“intermediate” amount of time between my studies and start-

ing a career. I also knew some things about Armenian history 

and noticed some similarities with Romanian history, so I did 

not think it would be too big of a cultural impact. But even 

seeing some similarities, I knew that Armenia would be differ-

ent. 

I have been in Armenia since the beginning of October, and 

I have been involved with projects that focus on personal de-

velopment and contribute, in my opinion, to society. Together 

with the other volunteers, I have helped organize different 

events and linguistic clubs, and we will continue to develop 

new initiatives that we see Gyumri youth are interested in.  

The main weekly activities that I am involved in are: Spanish 

club, European club, and Fridays Café. Spanish Club is open 

for everyone who wants to learn the language. We meet every 

Tuesday at 17:00 and participants have the chance to learn not 

only the language, but also the Latin way of being. European 

club is, in my opinion, one of the most interesting clubs that 

we currently organize. It takes place every Thursday afternoon 

at 15:00, and during this club participants can discover new 

things about every country from which YIC hosts a volunteer. 

Fridays Café- my favorite event- is the perfect place to be! 

This event occurs twice every month, on alternating Fridays at 

16:00. Each time, Fridays Café is a different session full of fun 

and developing our skills in creative ways. 

In addition to my work at YIC, I will also create a workshop 

for children from the HUYS orphanage beginning in March. I 

had the chance to work with children from the orphanage for 

a Christmas play, and because of this experience and their en-

thusiasm and great imagination, I decided to initiate a handi-

craft workshop, which will conclude in May with an exhibition 

for Mother’s Day.   

I am happy to say to everyone who has the opportunity to 

participate in an EVS project abroad: Do It! You will never 

know how special you are without these kinds of experiences! 

By EVS Volunteer Iustina Pascari 



Imagine the scene... people packed together, sitting on the 

floor, some talking while others listen to the loud music, the 

smell of coffee and tea in the air, surrounded by candles, 

pillows, and colours while two international volunteers put on 

aprons and walk through the crowd serving sweets and warm 

drinks... would you ever expect that place to be an office in 

Gyumri? 

It was indeed the office of YIC, but on the afternoon of 

February 8th, the place had been transformed into Fridays 

Café for the very first time. Before that scene could become a 

reality, however, there were weeks of hard work from many 

different people, without whom such an event could never 

have happened. 

In the beginning there was just a small idea, like a young 

plant without leaves that has to grow. Iustina, YIC’s Romanian 

EVS volunteer, had wanted to create a tearoom with activities 

for young people, and Nele, one of YIC’s German volunteers, 

wanted to organize a café to gather the students of Gyumri. 

The two volunteers combined their ideas– the plant was 

beginning to grow. After collecting ideas for several possible 

actions that could take place at the Café, they decided that the 

first gathering would be a jam session. 

The girls received help from many different sources, 

including members of the local student councils, several local 

volunteers and, in particular, the popular local rock band 

RevolutioN. There were many tasks to be done: organizing the 

live music, decorating the room, and preparing the catering for 

the event. With the help of everyone, the small plant began 

sprouting leaves and the stem began to grow stronger. Boxes 

brought to the office from the bazaar were turned into 

colourful tables; the logo for Fridays Café appeared on the 

aprons of the volunteer servers; and carpets, pillows, curtains, 

and cookies arrived. 

The excitement and anticipation was growing, but it was 

mixed with a clear sense of nervousness. Would everything 

work out with the music and technical equipment? Would 

there be enough food? And would people even turn up and 

join the Café? 

After the official opening of the Café, however, when the 

band started to play the first song, the nervousness vanished; 

the plant blossomed. Fridays Café was filled with the joy of 

the audience and music that made them dance; participants 

shared cookies, apple cake, and cinnamon snails while sipping 

coffee, tea, and hot juice.On this evening, everybody agreed: 

Friday’s Café was the place to be!  

By EVS Volunteer Nele Tast 

Volunteer Project 

The Place to Be 



  Club Spotlight 

English Language Clubs 

As many of us know, YIC offers a large variety of clubs- 

both linguistic and cultural- to support the personal and pro-

fessional development of our members.  Among these clubs, 

the English language clubs present a unique opportunity to 

participants because of the different levels available.  

Currently, YIC offers three levels of English clubs: Basic, 

Intermediate, and Conversational.  

The Basic English club is led by YIC volunteer Siranush Mi-

nasyan, and meets once every week on Wednesday evenings 

from 17:30-18.30. It provides club members with basic gram-

mar knowledge and vocabulary, and gives participants the op-

portunity to speak and discuss topics with each other using the 

new material they learn during each class. 

The Intermediate English club is suitable for members who 

have a basic understanding of the English language, or who 

have already attended the Basic English club. The Intermedi-

ate English club meets twice every week: Mondays and Tues-

days from 16.00-17.00, and is led by YIC volunteer Volodya 

Khachatryan. During this club, members practice their reading 

and speaking skills, and focus on improving their knowledge 

of grammar and language structure. 

The Conversational English club creates an English-speaking 

environment in which participants have the opportunity to 

speak and express their thoughts and opinions about certain 

topics, which vary by week. The club is designed for individu-

als who have a good understanding of English and want to 

practice and improve their speaking skills. The leader of the 

club is a Peace Corps volunteer from the United States, and 

there are often some EVS volunteers who also participate. 

Interested individuals can join the club on Mondays from 

17:00-18.00 to put their theoretical language knowledge into 

practice. 

By YIC Member and Club Leader Siranush Minasyan 

Event Announcement 

Caucadoc Documentary Film Festival 

If you’re looking for something new and interesting to do to celebrate spring, come check out 

the Caucadoc Documentary Film Festival later this month! The festival will begin in Gyumri 

on March 28th and continue through March 30th, with two films shown each day. 

The documentary films explore various social issues, including racism, 

drug addiction and unemployment, capitalism, migra-

tion, and social and physical disabilities. Following 

each screening, discussions will be organized with 

experts in relevant fields. 

The Caucadoc Film Festival is free and open to the 

public! All film screenings will take place at the Na-

tional Centre of Aesthetics in Gyumri at 13.00 and 15.00 

on March 28th, 29th, and 30th. The film schedule is pro-

vided below. We hope to see you there! 

 Caucadoc Documentary Film Festival is sponsored by: 

       “People in Need” NGO, Czech Republic. 



The start of a new year brought with it plenty of new ideas 

and projects to the Youth Initiative Center, and one of the 

biggest was the creation of a new, long-term fundraising initia-

tive for the organization. With a formal operating history of 

just over four years, YIC has already provided services and 

support to over 400 young people; and by launching this ini-

tiative, we want to make sure that young people can continue 

to benefit from our services for many years to come. 

On the afternoon of February 5th, the Youth House fundrais-

ing initiative was officially announced and introduced to local 

stakeholders during a special event held at the YIC office. Fol-

lowing the presentation of the YIC annual report for 2012, 

staff members spoke about the new initiative and the various 

opportunities available for partnership with the organization. 

Attendees of the event included local business workers, mem-

bers of YIC’s Local Advisory Board, legal experts, activists 

and NGO representatives, members of the Youth Initiative 

Center, and several international volunteers. And in what has 

become a tradition at YIC events, attendees were treated to 

homemade cultural sweets and drinks following the presenta-

tion.  

The Youth House fundraising initiative is designed to create a 

network of committed local and international supporters and 

draw attention to the work of the organization within Gyumri 

and  surrounding communities since its founding in 2009. 

Since then, in addition to serving approximately 400 benefici-

aries, YIC has provided approximately 250 youth with the op-

portunity to participate in international exchanges and training 

courses, provided local workshops and clubs to develop the 

personal and professional skills of youth, and coordinated in-

tercultural events to promote cultural awareness and diversity 

within the local communities. Support generated through the 

Youth House initiative will allow YIC to reach even more 

young people, continue to promote the active participation of 

youth in and around Gyumri, and increase the services we are 

able to offer.  

During the upcoming months, the Youth Initiative Center 

will continue to seek partnerships with individuals, organiza-

tions, and communities committed to supporting our mission, 

our work, and the development of our members. If you are 

interested in supporting the work of YIC, please contact the 

coordinator of the initiative and Chairperson of YIC-- Anna 

Yeghoyan, via email:  ayeghoyan@yahoo.com / 

youthhouse@yic.am or phone: +37477125674.  

By Peace Corps Volunteer Kim VanKirk 

Fundraising Initiative 

Youth House 

mailto:ayeghoyan@yahoo.com
mailto:youthhouse@yic.am


For more than two months, I have been working with a friend of 

mine in Austria, Marlies Stoppacher, on a project to help bring 

Christmas to Armenian families with fewer opportunities, and give 

them something to celebrate. Together with my family, Marlies 

started a campaign in Austria to collect donations of warm clothes, 

blankets, and small gifts to be delivered to Gyumri and distributed 

among families in need. They were even able to collect enough 

money to cover the cost of shipping 10 large boxes to Armenia.  

The second part of the project was delayed unexpectedly due to 

some complications with shipping, but the packages eventually 

arrived and on the 21st of January, YIC’s eight EVS volunteers 

travelled to Yerevan to pick up the parcels from the post office. 

During the past few weeks, we have been busy sorting and 

organizing the donated items, searching for the addresses of the 

families, arranging transportation, and visiting with families to 

deliver the gifts. With the help of both Armenian and international 

volunteers from YIC, I have already managed to bring packages to 

more than 15 families, and I am steadily nearing the total of 35 

families that I am hoping to reach.  

Of course, I have had to face some big obstacles and frustrations, 

but as soon as I arrive at a family’s house and feel their warm 

welcome, see their smiling faces, and hear the countless “shat 

shnorhagalutyun”s, then everything is worth it. Even though we can 

only do a little bit for these families and their sad stories often touch 

me deeply, the appreciation they express for the small presents we 

deliver is amazing. 

I want to say a big “thank you!” to all of my friends and volunteers 

here in Armenia, whose support has played such a big role in 

making this project so successful! Dankeschön! 

By EVS Volunteer Victoria Walter 

 Volunteer Project 

A Bridge between Austria and Armenia 



Contacts 

Address:  Jivani 71, Gyumri 3107, Armenia 

Cell: 077 42 66 89 

E-mail:  newsletter@yic.am 

Website:  www.yic.am 

Hi! I am Ani, a girl in constant search of the good, the 

humane, and the things worth living for. I am 23 years old and 

have spent the past few years within the walls of my university 

and workplace. One day I simply realized that I had cut myself 

off from people and driven myself far from one important 

point in my life, which is helping people. It was then that I 

started searching for something that would help me re-build 

my life, offer new challenges that could be used as material to 

“renovate” the foundation of my life and make it stronger, and 

eventually, help me with the goals I had set for myself but of 

which I had become oblivious. 

My EVS project has to do with assisting blind people. 

Dealing with people who are visually impaired is a huge 

responsibility and I was initially afraid of not being able to 

handle it, of failing these people or disappointing them. I had 

my reasons for feeling this way– I didn’t know the language 

well enough to be able to freely communicate with them; I 

was unfamiliar with the city and streets of Santander; and most 

importantly, I didn’t know how I should act and behave 

around visually impaired people. 

My fears dissolved as soon as I had my first interaction with 

a blind person during my EVS project. Every day I become 

more convinced of one thing– they see more than I do. It’s a 

pleasure to work with them, as these people feel life deeper 

and often must rely on their other heightened senses; and they 

teach me many things. I know they appreciate what the rest of 

the volunteers and I do for them, but I really don’t know who 

gains more- them or us? For myself personally, it is me who 

gains more because what I learn during the hours I spend with 

them are “lessons” I could never learn in any university or 

institution. It’s an experience that is radically changing my 

views. 

I have been here for three weeks now and have already 

managed to learn many things from the people whom I assist. 

The most important lessons are the following: never give up 

 on life or isolate yourself from others; if you compare your 

pain and sorrow with that of the people around you, you will 

see how small yours truly is; always be patient and care about 

others; and say hello to people you see in the streets, because 

most of them need that simple hello in their lives. 

During my EVS project, I have become acquainted with 

Alejandro, a man in his forties who is gradually losing his 

eyesight.  I enjoy talking with him, and he recently told me 

something which I find necessary to share. He said that if we 

are to choose, then we should choose to get things in life little 

by little because in case of loss, failure, or disappointment, we 

don’t go through as much stress or pain since there is time to 

step back and create new paths for ourselves- or improve the 

previous ones. 

In conclusion, if you ever think of applying to a project like 

this one, then do it without hesitating. Also, choose the 

project and not the country or just because you want to 

travel. EVS is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity, so you have to 

make the most of it, and you have to learn and make the best 

of it. 

And last, I want to thank YIC NGO for assisting me with 

everything regarding the project and sending me here to be 

part of one of the best projects carried out in the very north of 

Spain, in one of the cleanest, most impressive, and well-

organized cities in Spain. 

By EVS Volunteer Ani Babayan 

EVS Sending 

Ani Volunteering in Spain 

http://www.yic.am/
http://www.yic.am/
http://www.yic.am/

