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Upcoming Clubs 

Mondays: 

15:00 – Russian Club  

 (Gagik Grigoryan) 

16:00 – Intermediate English Club 

 (Volodya Khachatryan) 

17:00 – Conversational English 

 (Kimberly VanKirk) 

Tuesdays: 

16:00 – Intermediate English Club 

 (Volodya Khachatryan) 

17:00 – Spanish Club  

 (Iustina Pascari) 

Wednesdays: 

15:00 – Portuguese Club 

 (Luís Carvalho) 

16:00 – Photography Club 

 (Luís Carvalho) 

17:30 – English Club for Beginners 

 (Siranush Minasyan) 

Thursdays: 

15:00 – European Club 

 (All EVS volunteers) 

15:00 – EyoU Club 

 (Aleksandra Zięba and Victoria 

 Walter - Last Thursday of each month) 

16:00 – Georgian Club 

 (Arman Melkonyan) 

17:00 – German Club 

 (Anna Schott & Johanna Palomita) 

Fridays: 

14:00 – Polish Club 

 (Aleksandra Zieba) 

15:00 – Farsi Club 

 (Galya Hovhannisyan) 

More info on Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/
www.yic.am 

In January of this year, the Youth Initiative Center launched a new, long-

term project entitled “Create Your Future.” The purpose of the project is to 

encourage the professional and personal development of the organization’s 

most active and devoted members. Various methods are used- from individ-

ual and group meetings to creating an online network- to involve a group of 

young people in developing the skills and tools to “create” their future.  

The nine selected participants, each of whom has come up with personal-

ized self-development plan, are working now to bring their ideas and initia-

tives to life while getting additional training and practice.  

The project is the idea and responsibility of Anna Yeghoyan, Chair of the 

International Board of YIC and an experienced professional trainer. During 

each meeting, Anna endeavors to create a very positive and unique learning 

environment that inspires young people, encourage them to have a fresh look 

on the reality surrounding them, and supports their efforts to make positive 

changes in various fields. The project is an on-going process, and the partici-

pants are very excited by the changes they have already begun to experience 

during the past few months.  

Through the group interactions and cooperation, participants of this project 

have begun to gain valuable skills and knowledge that will positively contrib-

ute to their professional and personal development. Thus far, participants 

consider their main achievements to be: developing time management skills, 

learning new ways of self-expression, becoming more goal-oriented, and be-

ing more determined in their future steps.  

The project has positively affected each participant: changing their world 

perception and future outlook. The main reason is the friendly environment 

within the team, the sincere discussions and feedback 

that participants both give and receive. 

This project gave an opportunity to each participant 

to see the future they want to create and their new 

“SELF”. 

By Gayane Arakelyan 

Member Development 

Discover Yourself - Create Your Future 

April 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/yic.members.group/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/yic.members.group/


Youth Exchange 

The 11
th

 International Peace Meeting 

From April 14th-22nd, the 11th International Peace Meeting 

was held in Verdun, France. Organized by the World Centre 

for Peace, this international youth exchange brought together 

young people from Armenia, Ukraine, Turkey, Germany, and 

France to talk about their common history and work together 

toward a peaceful future. 

In Armenia, the Youth Initiative Center of Gyumri NGO 

coordinated the project. After announcing an open call, five 

participants were selected according to the following criteria: 

language skills, letter of interest, civic engagement, and place 

of residency since priority was given to young people living 

outside of Yerevan. Attention was also given to maintaining a 

gender balance among the participants and adhering to the age 

limit of 25 years, which are both important aspects of the 

Youth in Action programs of the European Commission.  

The goal of the exchange was to gather young people from 

countries with a history or current situation of conflict, in or-

der to have them participate in group workshops and discus-

sions. During the project, the French and German groups 

served as an example of living together peacefully after such a 

significant conflict as World War I. While visiting Les Eparges

- where landmine war occurred between 1916 and 1918, and 

Douaumont Monument- a cemetery near the battlefield of 

Verdun, each participant could feel the horror of war. 

Through the project, participants also developed a better un-

derstanding of the European Union and its structure through 

role-play activities. Since the youth exchange emphasized in-

tercultural learning and exchange, participants were hosted by 

French families in order to truly experience the culture, and 

the project provided a great opportunity for participants to 

practice their French language skills. Later, during the Inter-

cultural Evening each group presented the national cuisine, 

dances, costumes, and traditions of their home country.  

In addition, a city tour was organized for the group. During 

the tour, the group participated in a “flash mob” and then had 

the chance to spend a full day in Paris visiting museums, walk-

ing around the city, and taking in the sights.  

Overall, this week-long 

peace meeting project gave 

participants the opportunity 

to break stereotypes, partici-

pate in open discussions, 

express their own ideas and 

feelings on various issues, 

and make friends despite the 

closed borders. 

 

By Youth Exchange Participant 

Heghush Khachatryan 



“So where are you going? Albania? Andorra? A…” many of 

my friends asked, unsure about the purpose and destination of 

my voluntary service. “Armenia,” I always explained. But to 

tell the truth, I wasn’t sure what was going to happen there, 

either. I knew about Armenia and the European Voluntary 

Service only from articles and guidebooks, and fortunately 

none of those sources mentioned anything negative about 

what I would likely experience during the next several months. 

Nothing besides the thousands of kilometres away from home 

and the opinions of some of my friends was against this 

decision to spend the next 8 months with EVS in Armenia.  

Now it’s already been more than 7 months that I’ve been in 

Gyumri, Armenia, and I’m still wondering how I managed to 

survive such a severe winter, learn how to read and write in 

Armenian, and adapt to the working environment. It has been 

a long process, and one that started early in the morning on 

the 6th of October 2012 when I first arrived to “Hayastan.” 

My EVS life here has been full of completely new 

experiences. Most of my work activities here address culture 

and explore cultural issues. I share some of the tasks with the 

other EVS volunteers: we lead European Club at YIC every 

Thursday at 15.00, work at the orphanage, organize public 

events, and bring our own initiatives to life. For example, Luis

– a volunteer from Portugal– and I organized March Women’s 

Week in March at the 

Y o u t h  I n i t i a t i v e 

Centre. For this event, 

we collaborated with 

other EVS volunteers 

from Gyumri and 

Y e r e v a n ,  P I N K 

Armenia NGO– an 

o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n 

Yerevan that supports 

human rights, and local 

Y I C  v o l u n t e e r s . 

During that week we 

o rgan ized  mov i e 

screenings, a French 

boxing workshop, Belly Tale workshop, and a gender equality 

workshop facilitated by PINK NGO.  

I also have my Polish Cooking Club on Fridays at 14.00, 

before Friday’s Cafe; during our last club we had “Pierogi 

Fest,” during which we managed to make 100 pierogis with 

potatoes and cottage cheese. Outside of YIC, I work with the 

Polish Community, located in 58 District in Gyumri, where I 

work with children to practice their Polish language skills. To 

promote my country and culture, I am going to organize a 

Polish event with the help of the Youth Initiative Centre and 

the Polish Community, which will be held in the beginning of 

June.  

As I am now nearing the end of my EVS service in Armenia, 

I cannot avoid evaluating the months I have spent here. My 

EVS has let me expand my horizons, develop personal and 

professional skills through the successes and failures I have 

experienced here, and discover one of the most beautiful 

pieces of land on Earth. I know that this sentence sounds like 

it was taken from a guidebook for volunteers, but this is what 

happens here. I cannot say that my mission here is complete 

because in Armenia– a country 10 times smaller than Poland– 

there are still plenty of things that I haven’t managed to 

discover yet.  

By EVS Volunteer Ola Zięba 

EVS Hosting 

Ola from Poland 



Youth Initiative 

Colour the City! 

Do you also think that Gyumri is a nice city, but that it could use a little more colour? If so, you might be just the person to join 

our project, “Colour the City”! 

The volunteers of YIC are teaming up with the Caritas “Little Prince” Centre to prepare a street art project designed to make 

the centre of Gyumri more colourful. Throughout the month of May, we will be knitting large pieces of yarn to wrap around the 

trees and brighten up the city. This type of street art, called “Urban Knitting” is popular throughout Europe (click the link http://

www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.636838396343781.1073741936.334148986612725&type=1  to learn more and see examples 

from around the world).We would love to have your support! Come knit with us anytime, or join our public event on the 1st of 

June 2013 in front of the theatre! 

For more details, please email: nele.tast@gmail.com or contact the YIC office/Jivani 71/. 

 Colour the city with us! By EVS Volunteer Nele Tast 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yarn_bombing
http://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.636838396343781.1073741936.334148986612725&type=1
http://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.636838396343781.1073741936.334148986612725&type=1
mailto:nele.tast@gmail.com


Contacts 

Address:  Jivani 71, Gyumri 3107, Armenia 

Cell: (+374) 312 6 94 97 

E-mail:  newsletter@yic.am 

Website:  www.yic.am 

Hello! I am Syuzanna, and I am doing my EVS project in 

Germany. 

It has already been three months that I have been here– three 

months full of ups and downs. Sometimes when I look back, 

it seems like it was just yesterday that I arrived in Germany, 

and other times, I get the feeling that I have lived here for a 

long time. Three months is not such a long time, but I have 

learned a lot during this period. I have learned things that I am 

sure I could never learn from any lectures or books. 

For my EVS service, I am implementing small projects for 

children. My projects are primarily connected with culture, 

music, theatre and education. I have been leading a handicrafts 

club for two months already. Before my EVS, I was 

desparately bad at handicraft, but now I can say I am very 

good at it. I also recently started my English club, and have 

developed new interactive methods for teaching a foreign 

language. I have to be very creative when I plan my lessons, 

and the whole learning process is 

generally quite ineresting. Besides 

these projects, I am aslo participating 

in Russian- English  tandem 

language learning. I am teaching two 

students Russian, and they help me 

to improve my German. And it really 

works. 

For fun, I try to travel a lot because 

for me travelling is one of the best 

ways for exploring new cultures and 

new countries! 

There have also been challenges to 

overcome, like culture shock. What 

is it? Before coming here, I knew 

just theoritically what it is. And I was 

very sure that I would not go through it. From the very first 

day, I kept saying that I didn‘t feel this so-called culture shock. 

But as I mentioned above, these first three months have been 

full of ups and downs, and those ups and downs were the results 

of culture shock.  

Going through this process helps you learn so much about 

yourself and about your own culture, and through this, you 

strengthen your own identity. You learn to be open to the fact 

that there are other ways of living besides your own. I am  glad 

I have managed to handle it all, and now is the very time to 

enjoy my project and my stay in Germany. 

I think that an important part of EVS  is the conscious 

decision to leave the familiar enviroment and  be ready for a 

new challenge. Each EVS volunteer should try to be aware of 

and take responsibility for his/her own learning process, 

which can  become a crucial ‘learning to learn’ step in EVS. 

By EVS Voluntter Syuzanna Galstyan 

EVS Sending 

Syuzanna Volunteering in Germany 

http://www.yic.am/
http://www.yic.am/
http://www.yic.am/



